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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ENRG, CM 

SUB J : RECENT OIL EXPLORATION DEVELOPMENTS IN DOUALA AREA 
REF: (A) DOUALA 38, (B) YAOUNDE 640 

1 . DURING VISIT TO KOLE FIELD BY AMBASSADOR SMYTH ON MARCH 9. 
ELF/SEREPCI DIRECTOR HENERAL J.C.VAUCHEZ STATED THAT IN NEAR 


FUTURE PRODUCTION WAS EXPECTED TO INCREASE FROM DAILY RATE OF 
10,000 BARRELS TO 12,000 BARRELS. (COMMENT: THIS OFFICIAL 
GURC LNNE, BUT WE UNDERSTAND ACTUAL PRODUCTION MAY BE SOMEWHAT 
MORE). VAUCHEZ POINTED OUT AN ELF/SEREPCA RIG 16 KILOMETERS 
TO THE NORTH AND STATED THAT WHEN THIS SITE GOES INTO PRODUCTION 
WITHIN THE YEAR THAT THE OIL PRODUCTION IN THE CONCESSION WOULD 
BE MORE THAN DOUBLED. WHEN ASKED IF CAMEROON PRODUCTION SITES 
WOULD BE ABLE TO SUPPLY ALL THE CURDE REQUIRED BY THE PROPOSED 
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POINTE LIMBOH REFINERY (1.5 MILLION TON CAPACITY), VAUCHEZ ALLOWED 
THAT THERE CERTAINLY WAS SUCH A CAPABILITY. AT THE TIME OF THE 

VISIT A SHELL TANKER WAS LOADING 58,70. TONS DESTINED FOR HOUSTON. 

2. GULF IS CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN AN ACTIVE EXPLORATORY DRILLING 
PROGRAM IN THE DOUALA BASIN. ITFIRST ATTEMPT NORTH OF DOUALA 
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IN THE MUNGO RIVER AREA (CONCESSION # PH24; BLOCK 1) RESULTED 
IN A DRY WELL. GULF SHARES EQUAL RIGHTS TO THIS CONCESSION 
WITH SANTA FE INTERNATIONAL. THE DRILLING RIG HAS SINCE BEEN 
MOVED SOUTH OF DOUALA TO KWAKWA (CONCESSION #33) WHERE GULF 
(60 PERCENT) SHARES THE CONCESSION WITH DENISON MINES 
(22 PERCENT), COASTAL STATES GAS CORPORATION (10 PERCENT) 

AND OCEANIC OF WEST AFRICA (8 PERCENT). GULF DIRECTOR GENERAL 

KENNETH ATTRELL STATED THAT GULF IS PLANNING TO SPEND ABOUT 
5 MILLION DOLLARS AT KWAKWA IN EVALUATION. THIS CONCESSION ALSO 
COVERS THE SOUELLABA PENNNSULA. ACCORDING TO ATTRELL, GULF 
HAS FOUND AREAS ON THE PENINSULA WHERE OIL AND NATURAL GAS ARE 

LITERALLY OOZING OUT OF THE GROUND. THE PROBLEM WITH THIS 
AREA IS THAT IS IS RIGHT ON THE CONCESSION BOUNDARY, AND GULF 
WILL HAVE TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH ITS NEIGHBOR (ANADARKO 

PRODUCTION CO.) AS TO HOW THIS OIL RESERVOIR WILL BE EXPLOITED. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE SOUELLABA PENINSULA HAS BEEN EXPLORED 
IN THE PAST BY ELF/SEREPCA, AND WAS LATER ABANDONNED. GULF IS 
ALSO THE OPERATOR OF THE GULF/D AMSON-LOKELE BLOCK (CONCESSION 
# PH24, BLOCK 2) WHICH BORDERS ON THE NIGERIAN/CAMEROON 
BOUNDARY LINE. REPORTEDLY THERE ARE PLANS TO BEGIN A SEISMIC 
SURVEY. GULF HAS A 50 PERCENT INTEREST IN THE 

CONCESSION AND ITS PARTNERS ARE REPORTED TO BE DAMSON OIL (22.5 
PERCENT), DIXEL RESOURCES (1 1.25 PERCENT), ARACCA PETROLEUM 
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(5.625 PERCENT), PEYTO EXPLORATION (3.375 PERCENT), OXOCO INTER 
NATIONAL (4.75 PERCENT) AND SUNLITE (2.5 PERCENT). 

3. PECTEN IS SENDING A TEAM OF GEOPHYSICISTS TO DOUALA TO 
LOOK OVER THE ELF/SEREPCA-PECTEN KOLE FILED OPERATION THE WEEK 

OF MARCH 20. 

SMYTHE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM PRODUCTION, OFFSHORE DRILLING, EXPLORATORY DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978DOUALA00173 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 26-0353 
Format: TEL 
From: DOUALA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780339/aaaabgmk.tel 

Line Count: 102 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7c6cc1bf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 DOUALA 38, 78 YAOUNDE 640 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3243204 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RECENT OIL EXPLORATION DEVELOPMENTS IN DOUALA AREA 
TAGS: ENRG, CM 
To: STATE COM 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7c6cc1bf-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



